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Can Jakarta save itself 
from sinking in 10 years? 


JOSH HANER / THE NEW YORK TIMES 
A man fishes near a flooded former mosque in Jakarta, Indonesia, an area with some of the world’s most polluted canals and rivers, last month. 


Hydrologists say the city has only a decade to halt its sinking. If it can’t, northern Jakarta and its millions of residents will end up underwater. 


INDONESIA | Climate change and scores of other problems, from illegal wells to 
runaway development to politics, pose an imminent threat to the city’s survival. 


By MICHAEL KIMMELMAN 
The New York Times 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Rasdiono 
remembers when the sea was a good 
distance from his doorstep, down a hill. 
Back then, he opened the cramped, 
gaily painted bayside shack he named 
the Blessed Bodega, where he and his 
family sell catfish heads, spiced eggs 
and fried chicken. 

It was strange, said Rasdiono, who 
like many Indonesians uses one name. 
Year by year, the water crept closer. 
The hill gradually disappeared. Now 
the sea loomed high over the shop, just 
steps away, held back only by a leaky 
wall. 

With climate change, the Java Sea is 
rising and weather in Jakarta is becom- 
ing more extreme. This month another 
freakish storm briefly turned Jakarta’s 
streets into rivers and brought the vast 
area of nearly 30 million residents to a 
virtual halt. 

One local climate researcher, Irvan 
Pulungan, an adviser to the city’s gover- 
nor, fears that temperatures may rise 
several degrees Fahrenheit, and the sea 
level up to 3 feet in the region, in the 
coming century. 

That, alone, spells potential disaster 


JOSH HANER / THE NEW YORK TIMES 
Rasdiono owns a restaurant in Jakarta, Indonesia. He remembers when the sea 
was a good distance from his doorstep, down a hill. Now it is just steps away. 


for the teeming metropolis. sinking. 


Global warming is not the only cul- In fact, Jakarta is sinking faster than 
prit behind the historic floods that over- any other big city on the planet, faster, 
ran Rasdiono’s bodega and much of the even, than climate change is causing 
rest of Jakarta in 2007. The problem, it the sea to rise — so surreally fast that 


turned out, was that the city itself is 


See > JAKARTA, A9 
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POINT DEFIANCE BYPASS 


Passenger service won’t 
restart on new route until 
speed control is in place 


By MIKE BAKER, MIKE LINDBLOM 
AND SARA JEAN GREEN 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


Washington state transporta- 
tion officials say they won’t re- 
start passenger service along the 
rail line where an Amtrak train 
derailed Monday until advanced 
safety systems are in place. 

Instead, passenger trains will 
use the older rail line along the 
coast until positive train control 
technology is ready for the Point 
Defiance Bypass route, said Bar- 
bara LaBoe, a Washington State 
Department of Transportation 
spokeswoman. 

The announcement came 
Thursday, hours after Sen. Maria 
Cantwell, D-Wash., said she is 
seeking a congressional inquiry 
into Amtrak’s safety practices. 

The crash near DuPont, Pierce 
County, killed three people and 
injured dozens more. The train 
was on its inaugural passenger 
run along the new bypass line 
that was to speed service south of 
Tacoma. Investigators still exam- 
ining the cause of the crash say 
the train was traveling 80 mph 
when it entered a curve that has a 
speed limit of 30 mph. 

Positive train control systems 
can detect and slow a train that’s 
exceeding speed limits. Crews 
have been working to set up 
those systems on the Point Defi- 
ance Bypass — and had hoped to 
have it ready at the start of ser- 
vice — but were still in the testing 
phase this week. 

Officials had been working on 
an “aggressive” timeline to finish 
the new line this year, with docu- 
ments showing the state had a 
deadline of the middle of the year 
to finish construction in order to 
fully collect on federal stimulus 
money awarded years earlier. 
The state also had vowed to open 
service in the fall. 

LaBoe said the decision to halt 
passenger service on the new 
route until the systems were in 
place did not mean the state 
considers the tracks unsafe. She 
said the new line had been thor- 
oughly inspected and that it was 
amatter of sensitivity, for those 
killed and for future riders. She 

See > AMTRAK, A11 


U.N. votes to demand U.S. 
rescind decision on Jerusalem 


TRUMP THREATENED TO CUT AID 
TO COUNTRIES SUPPORTING VOTE 


Major U.S. allies Britain, France, Germany 
and Japan endorsed the resolution 


By RICK GLADSTONE 
AND MARK LANDLER 
The New York Times 


UNITED NATIONS — A lopsided majority of Unit- 
ed Nations members rebuked the United States on 
Thursday, denouncing its decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and ignoring President 
Donald Trump’s threats to retaliate by cutting aid to 
countries voting against it. 

In a collective act of defiance toward the U.S., the 
U.N. General Assembly voted 128-9, with 35 absten- 
tions, for a resolution demanding that the United 
States rescind its Dec. 6 declaration on Jerusalem, 


i= 
the contested holy city. = 


The resolution, drafted by Ye- Nikki Haley, 
men and Turkey, referred to “ille- U.S. ambas- 
gal Israeli actions in occupied east sador to the 
Jerusalem and the rest of occupied 
Palestinian territory” and declared 
actions that predetermine Jerusalem’s fate “null and 
voided.” 

The resolution is nonbinding and therefore largely 
symbolic, but the vote indicated the extent to which 
the Trump administration’s departure from a 50- 
year international consensus on Jerusalem’s status 
has unsettled world politics and contributed to 
America’s diplomatic isolation. 

Major allies like Britain, France, Germany and 
Japan voted for the resolution, though some allies, 
like Australia and Canada, abstained. 

Carrying out a promise to his base of supporters, 
Trump upended decades of U.S. policy with his deci- 

See > JERUSALEM, A6 


Worries about contamination 
stop demolition at Hanford 


PLUTONIUM FINISHING 
PLANT 


Homes surveyed, more than 
200 workers seek testing 


By HAL BERNTON 
Seattle Times staff reporter 
A government contractor has 
suspended demolition work at 
Hanford’s long-shuttered plutoni- 
um finishing plant after repeated 
incidents of contamination spread- 
ing from the job site in recent 
weeks, raising concerns among 
workers who might have been 
exposed to radioactive materials. 
Radioactive particles were de- 


tected on 14 vehicles, and by Thurs- 


day 240 workers had requested 
bioassay tests to determine wheth- 


er they might have breathed in 
contamination. Seven homes have 
been surveyed, but no signs of 
contamination were found, accord- 
ing to a federal Energy Department 
timeline of events. 

In recent days, the major contrac- 
tor on the job — CH2M Hill Plateau 
Remediation Co. — has scrambled 
to assess the scope of the problems, 
which likely were exacerbated by 
high winds that whipped through 
the site near the Tri-Cities last Sun- 

See > HANFORD, A10 
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